
 

President’s Message 

I hope those of you that were able to join us at the 
January General meeting enjoyed our presentation 
from Ashley Yano. Ashley walked us through some 
wonderful stretching exercises that can be done 
from the comfort of your favorite chair, a few deep 
breathing techniques, and some mindfulness medi-
tation.  She was speaking my language for sure be-
cause I found the whole presentation to be relaxing 
and invigorating at the same time.  If you were not 
able to join us last month, I hope you will make it a 
point to join us this month via Zoom! For those of 
you who struggle with the technology or are wor-
ried it will not work, please feel free to use me as a 
resource and I am happy to try and walk you 
through it!  

 

Zoom has become a critical functioning tool for us 
this year.  The board has been meeting monthly via 
Zoom for almost a year now and it has allowed us to 
keep Oakmont League running.  More importantly, 
it allows us the chance to visit and see each other, 
which contributes to our sense of connectedness.  I 
miss seeing so many of your faces and really do 
hope you will try out Zoom with us this month... I 
PROMISE that you will be glad you did.  More im-
portantly, it looks as if we will need to hold April 
elections and our May scholarship and philanthropy 
presentations via Zoom as well! 

 

Speaking of elections, the Nominating Committee is 
hard at work and I hope that each and every one of 
you will consider taking on a role this upcoming 
year. Joining the board is a great way to involve 
yourself more in the work we do together.  There 
are both elected and appointed positions, and if you 
would like the chance to become more involved, I 

encourage you to complete the form attached to this 
Lily and volunteer! If this year has taught us anything, 
let it be that when we commit ourselves to the great-
er good, amazing things can happen.  I have seen that 
firsthand in how many members have volunteered to 
reach out to other members by delivering treats and 
making phone calls to stay connected… what amazing 
friendships Oakmont League has created! 

 

As always, I miss each and every one of you and can-
not wait until we can all be together again. I hope 
that those of you who are able to have been getting 
vaccinated and that we are all remaining safe and 
healthy. 

Much love and lots of virtual hugs, 

Jackie Kubel 

President  
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Programs 

February 24th Program 

Zoe Bright Howard, an award-winning actor, and direc-
tor who will be speaking to us about her long, exciting, 
and successful career as an actor and director in Eng-
land and the U.S.  Zoe lives in Glendale and has per-
formed and directed in many plays at our local Glen-
dale Centre Theater, Alex Theatre, etc.  Many of you 
have probably seen her perform.   

One of Zoe’s exciting experiences that she will be shar-
ing, is that she was an original cast member in Les Mi-
sérables in London and returned to be in the 25th An-
niversary where they played 2 shows to 45,000 peo-
ple. 

Please join the February 24 meeting when Zoe will be 
sharing some of the exciting highlights of her long and 
successful career.  There will be a treat instore for the 
attendees in addition to having a lovely interactive 
time with Zoe. 

Shauna Lehmann, Program Chair 

 

 

 

Treasurer 

Assessments are due! You should have received your as-
sessment letter in the mail and in your email. If you would 
like to set-up a payment plan please contact Kim Kloster-
man, (818) 970-8516 or kimtpa@yahoo.com.   

Kimberly Klosterman,  Treasurer 

 

 

 

2021-2022 Officer Elections 

Since general meetings are held via ZOOM, we are 
unable to provide printed forms at our February and 
March General OML meetings. Please review the 
attached nomination form for 2021-2022 and make 
your selections to fill any member for a position you 
would like to nominate or would like to volunteer to 

file yourself.  Please either e-mail or mail your 
nominations to me at lydiabt@outlook.com or 
603 Cumberland Road, Glendale, CA 91202. Your 
nominations are due by the end of the March Gen-
eral Meeting (March 24th).  All responses will be 
very much appreciated by the nomination com-
mittee. 

 Lydia Brown-Trout, Committee Chair 
 
Nominating Committee: Mary Jo Ferrell, Sharon 
Swinford, Pamela Spiszman, Ellen Farewell, Lydia 
Trout (Chair) 
Alternates: Carol Eldred and Liz Reed 
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During COVID restrictions we will add this Sec-
tion of Fun to the Lily.  All Members are wel-
come to submit recipes  or  photos.  Or 
Jokes!!! 
Mary Kay Prather mkprather2@gmail.com 
 

Grand Baby!!!! 

So pleased to announce the birth of our first grandchild, 

Jack Hudson Farewell, born on November 15th, 2020!  At 

least something great came from last year! 

Ellen Farewell  

 

February 

February 9– Jackie Kubel 

February 29 Carolyn Beaton  



 

Why the U.S. Railroad Gauge is 4 Feet 8.5 Inches Wide 

The U.S. standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That is an exceed-
ingly odd number. Why was that gauge used?  

Because that is the way they built them in England, and English expatriates designed the U.S. railroads. 
Why did the English build them like that? Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who 
built the pre-railroad tramways, and that is the gauge they used.  

Why did 'they' use that gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs and 
tools that they had used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing.  

Why did the wagons have that Odd wheel spacing? Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wag-
on wheels would break on some of the old, long distance roads in England, because that is the spacing 
of the wheel ruts.  

So, who built those old, rutted roads? Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe 
(including England) for their legions. Those roads have been used ever since.  

And the ruts in the roads? Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match 
for fear of destroying their wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were 
alike in the matter of wheel spacing.  

Therefore, the United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the original 
specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot. In other words, bureaucracies live forever. So, the next 
time you are handed a specification, procedure, or process, and wonder, 'What horse's ass came up 
with this?', you may be exactly right.  

Imperial Roman army chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the rear ends of two war 
horses.  

Now, the twist to the story: When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, you will notice that 
there are two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank. These are solid rocket 
boosters, or SRBs. The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their factory in Utah.  

The engineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit larger, but the SRBs 
had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site. The railroad line from the factory happens 
to run through a tunnel in the mountains, and the SRBs had to fit through that tunnel. The tunnel is 
slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now know, is about as wide as two 
horses' behinds.  

So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced transportation 
system was determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse's ass. And you thought 
being a horse's ass was not important! Now you know, Horses' Asses control almost everything. Ex-
plains a whole lot of stuff, doesn't it? 

 
Contributed by 

Lydia Brown-Trout 
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Midori Cheesecake 
From the kitchen of — Lydia Brown-Trout  

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
 

Crust: 
 
1 ½ C Graham Cracker Crumbs 
2 T Sugar 
2 sprinkles of Cinnamon 
¼ lb. melted unsalted butter 
 
Toss together the above ingredients together and spread evenly on the bottom of a spring form 
pan.  Press down with the spoon to make if firm.  (My pan is a 9”.  I would not use anything larger. An 
8” would be okay as well.) Cook’s note:  Place the cake on a cookie sheet to bake because sometimes 
the butter melts and drips  onto the bottom of the oven. 
 

Filling: 
 
3, 8 oz Packages of Philadelphia cream cheese (room temperature) 
1 C Sugar 
1/8 t salt 
4 large eggs 
2 T Midori  
 
Use an electric mixer, blend the cream cheese, sugar, and salt until fluffy. 
 
Add one egg at a time blending well after adding each egg. 
 
Add the Midori and beat. 
 
Pour on top of the graham cracker crust and bake at 350 degrees for 45-50 minutes or until the center 
is firm.   
 
When done, remove the cake to rest and turn the oven up to 450 degrees.  During the rest, the cake will 
lose some of its height. 
 

Topping: 
 

16 oz can of sour cream 
¼ C sugar 
2 t Midori 
 
Blend the topping ingredients with a spoon.  At the end of the 15 minutes rest spread evenly 
over the top of the cake being careful to not have the topping quite touch the side of the pan. 
 
Bake 10 minutes longer, remove and let cool to room temperate before covering.  It will keep 
well for at least 5 – 6 days in refrigeration. 
 



 

Oakmont History 

Katherine Yamada 

Some of you may remember the years that Oakmont League women orga-
nized an event called `Lights Up.’ It began in 1955 and quickly became a very 
popular community event. 

And, I’m sure many of you remember the late Doris Boyer. One day she brought a program from the 1956 pro-
duction to the monthly meeting and showed it around. She knew I was interested in Glendale history and lent to 
me. 

Looking thru the thick book, I realized it was literally a ‘blast from the past.’ 

The first page informed me that `Lights up,’ was directed by David C. Jones, of Jerome H. Cargill Productions, 
and took place on November 16 at Hoover High’s Auditorium. The event was chaired by Mrs. Ray Kidd and there 
was a message from president Celeste Gage on the next page. 

But it was one of the advertisements that made it a “blast from the past.” A full page ad from KIEV’s station man-
ager Cal Cannon, indicated that the station had ``the choice spot 870 on the dial” and was located at 102 N. Glen-
dale Avenue, Glendale 6, California. 

KIEV had been established in 1933 by Reed Callister and David Cannon and was broadcast from the basement 
of the Hotel Glendale, at the corner of Glendale Boulevard and Broadway. They received free rent in exchange for 
advertising.  

 
Shortly after the station went on the air, announcers began asking listeners to call in with their musical requests - 
an unusual idea at the time.  The response was so massive that the phone company filed a complaint with the Fed-
eral Communications Commission, Ron Beaton told me in 2008. 

 
KIEV ran a variety of programming, including religious and inspirational topics from many of Glendale’s leading 
churches.  In 1933, in the midst of the depression, the station set aside time each day for speakers from the Na-
tional Recovery Administration (NRA). 
 
In the early days, some of the musical hosts were Dick Whittinghill (later with KMPC), Dick Sinclair (KTLA) televi-
sion and Don Rickles, according to an online article written by David Fiorella. 

Fiorella also wrote that Little Joe's Italian Restaurant, on Broadway in downtown Los Angeles, was a big advertis-
er. Part of their promotion was the claim that the restaurant was "busy, busy, busy" all the time, with people coming 
from far and near.  

 
One of the restaurant’s publicity stunt was a contest: a "horse race" between the DJ’s. In an event that sounded 
official, a "race" would be called with the name of each DJ affixed to a “horse." Listeners would call in and place a 
bet on a certain DJ.  If that DJ placed first, the caller won dinner for two at "Little Joe’s."  

 
Cal Cannon, who later served as the city’s mayor, came on as station manager in 1946. William Beaton purchased 
KIEV in 1961 and after many years, the FCC granted the station’s request for an increase in power. They began 
operating from a new transmitter on a hill in the Eagle Rock area. 

 
 After Beaton’s death in 1985, his two sons, Fred and Ron, took control. In 1989, after nearly sixty years at the Ho-
tel Glendale, the Beatons moved their station to a building on San Fernando Road. 

 
``KIEV was a big part of our family,’’ said Ron Beaton.  ``It was nice to work with our father and to bring KIEV from 
a daytime station to a 24-hour station. We had a great time.’’  

 
In 1998, Salem Communications Corp. purchased the station. The call letters were retired on January 1, 2001.  
 


